
����������	�
��
���
����������������	�
��
���
������
�
�����������
����
������������
�����������
����
�����������

����������
�������������
���
���������������������������� !"�#$���"���������$

���%�%"%��
����"#������%���! ��&�'�(�������! ��)�
' 
*
+����,,,-��.����-(�. '�����/�%��������0��.����-��
�1�
�.��!����#�����23425��563734'
�
8
�)��
��*
$�+���/�%����%����������9�������:�"������/�;�
�1
������7<�5=���>733>����/�����)��
��*� +����,,,-,���/�%�-(�.

The genomes of pigeon and falcon herpesviruses are s imilar to each other, while the genome of Pacheco �s disease 
virus is different from both pigeon and falcon herp esviruses.
This finding supports the field observations that i nfection is thought to occur by ingestion of infect ed prey species, in 
particular pigeons. Lierz has shown that 35% of wild  injured raptors tested in his survey in Germany wer e seropositive
for falcon herpesvirus.
Falcon herpes virus is only considered to occur occ asionally in Spain with very few reported cases. 
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Herpesvirus infections were first described in rapto rs from Austria in the early 1900s and have since b een documented 
in free-ranging and domestic raptors in the United States, Europe and Asia. Frequently referred to as “inclusion body 
hepatitis” of falcons, the herpesvirus that causes th is disease has serologic similarities to the herpes virus that are 
found naturally in pigeons and owls.
Infected falcons usually die acutely with no premon itory signs, but may exhibit depression, lethargy a nd anorexia for 24 
to 72 hours before death. Mortality rates in affect ed birds approach 100% with death usually occurring  one to two days 
after clinical signs develop. Both young and adult falcons have been found to be susceptible to falcon  herpesvirus
infections. Gyrfalcons and Prairie Falcon are consi dered highly susceptible while Peregrine Falcons ap pear to be 
relatively resistant.
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During January and March 2004 we have received in t he laboratory
four cases of herpesvirus infections in falcons belo nging to 
distinct free-ranging species (3 Merlin, 2 White Gy rfalcons and 2 
Prairie Falcon), all of them from Andalusian Region (Spain).
Clinical history reported by the veterinarian clini cian only describe 
a picture characterized by depression and lethargy 48 hours before 
death of animals.

The reported cases in free-ranging falcons must be a signal for take in care the 
control of this disease in our raptors populations.
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Liver (Figure 1) and spleen (Figure 2) showed 
acute multifocal coagulative necrosis (Figures 2 
to 4). Small mainly eosinophilic intranuclear
inclusion bodies (Cowdry type B) can usually be 
observed at the periphery of these necrotic 
lesions (Figures 5 to 7). 

(Figure 1) (Figure 2) (Figure 3) (Figure 4) (Figure 5) (Figure 6)

(Figure 7)
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